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At the Annroerſary Meeting of the Society, 
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Reverend Mr. Hayley, for his Ser- 
mon preached this Day before the 
Society ; And that he be defired 
to Print the ſame. 


David Humeneys, Secretary. 


Galatians V. Ver. 1. 


Stand fait therefore in the Liberty where. 
with Chriſt hath made us free, and be 
not intangled again with the Yoke of 
Bondage. 


N cheſe Words, we read the great 
— 2 | 2 

= Fnd of the Goſpel, and the gracious 
Deſtga of our Saviours coming 
into the World z which was, to pro- Iſai. 61. t. 
claim Liberty to the Captives, and to 


reſcue Mankind from a State of ſpiritual Bondage. 
And we read further in them, the great Care, 
and Vigilance, and Fidelity, of the firſt Planters 
A 2 of 
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of Chriſtianity z how watchful they were, to guard 
the Diſciples againſt all unneceſſary Impoſitions, 
either upon their Faith, or Pratlice ; and how 
Induſtrious, to declare unto them all the Counfel 
of God. 

A moſt uſeful and neceſſary Inſtruction ariſes 
from hence, to all ſuch as are engag d in Pro- 
pagating the Goſpel Abroad, and in Preaching 
of it at Home, and by which both of chem oughr 
to regulate their Conduct; Which is, to preſs 
nothing, as neceſſary, upon the Belief of Man- 
kind, but what is plainly and evidently Reveal 'd, 
to make the BIBLE, and the BIBLE ALONE, 
their great and conſtant Rule; and to diſcard all 
Fondneſs for any particular Sett of Diſputable Syſte- 
matical Dorines. Then ſhall we truly follow 
Apoſtolical Practice, and be no Preachers of our ſelves, 
but of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and ſhew our ſelves 


2Cer.4.3.the Servants of Mankind for Jeſus ſake. 


I hope therefore, I may, in ſome meaſure, an- 


ſwer the Deſign of our preſent Solemnity, and for- 


ward the Great and Good Work which this Soci- 
ety is engag'd in, if I take Occaſion from the 
Text to lay before you, the Nature of that Re- 
ligzon which we are-endeavouring to Propagate, 


and the Duty of thoſe Miſſionaries, by whole pious 


and prudent Labours we hope to bring the 


Heathen 
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Heathen into Chriſt's Inheritance, and the utmoſt parts pry, 2.8. 


of the Earth into his Poſſeſſion. 


The Occaſion of my Text, was an Attempt 
made by ſome Judaizing Teachers, in the Apoſtles 


Daies, to impole Circumciſion, as neceflary to Sal- 


vation, upon the Gentile Converts, Thus we read, 


Acts 15. 1. That at Antioch, the Place where 


the Diſciples were firſt calld Chriſtians, certain Men Acts rc; 
came down from Judea, and taught the Brethren, and ©* 


ſaid, Except ye be Circumcis d after the manner of 


Moſes, ye cannot be ſav'd. So prone are Mankind 
to run into Arbitrary and Superſtitious Obſervances 
in Religion! And lo careful ought the Lovers of 
Truth, and of ſolid Virtue, to be, to guard again? 
them | | 

The Apoſtles ſet themſelves every where, with 
great Induſtry, to oppole this Error, as having a 
Tendency to undermine Chriſtianity it ſelf. St. 
Paul, in particular, tells the Galatians, ar the 


Verſe immediately following my Text, That if Gal. 5. 2. 


they were Circumciſed, Chriſt would profit them nothing. 


He lets them know, that the Chriſtian Religion 
had exempted them, not only from that Rite, 
but from all the other Ceremonial parts of the Few- 
iſh Law; Inſomuch that neither the Gentile Converts 
were oblig'd to take it upon them, nor the Converted 
Jews themſelves any longer to obſerve it. He bids 
them therefore, Staud faſt in that Liberty * 

the 


, 
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the Goſpel allow'd them, and not bring an Un- 

neceſſary Burden upon themſelves, by puting ſuch 
| AQs 15.4 Vole upon their own Necks, as neither their Fathers, 
| nor Themſelves, were able to bear. 


From my Text then, I fhall beg leave to 
obſerve to you, the following Particulars. 


. The great Excellency of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, in that it has eſtablſhd Mankind 
in Liberty, and free d them from Bondage. 


II. The Duty of the Preachers and Propa- 
gaters of the Goſpel, who ſhould, after 
the Example ot our Apoſtle, labour 
to preſerve it in its primitive Purity; 
eſpecially conſidering the many Corruption 
of ic, and Additions to it, which latter 
Fees have introducd. And laſtly, 


III. I ſhall rake Notice of ſome particular 
\ Dnties incumbent upon all Chriſtians, 
which do neceſſarily reſult from a 
Juſt Reflection upon the Whole, And 
thall conclude with an Application more 
peculiarly regarding our Selves of this Na- 
tion, as we have the Chriſtian Religion in 
great Purity eſtabliſhed among ns, and as 


we 


* 
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we are Aſſociated to propagate it in the 
remoteſt parts of the yer Unconverted 
World. 


| begin with the firſt, 
, I. The great Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, 


in that it has eſtabliſhd Mankind in Liberty, 


and freed them from Bondage. 
The World, when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ap- 
peard 1n the Fleſh, was univerſally over-run with 


Ignorance and Error; Vice and Wickedneſs had in- 


vaded it on the one hand, and Formality and Super- 
ſtitian had poſſeſſed it on the other. The Hea- 


then had not the Knowledge of Gods Law, and the 
Jews had groſly corrupted it; But when the Sun 


of Righteouſneſs aroſe, he was a Light to lighten the Luke a. 
Gentiles, and the Glory of Gods People Iſrael. . 
He came, not to deſtroy the Law or the Prophets, Mar. 3. 


but to fulfil them, To explain to the Gentiles, 
the juſt Bounds and Obligations of the Natural 
Law; and to ſhew the Jews, the Emptineſs and Ju- 
ſuficiency of their Ritual and Ceremonial Mor- 
ſhip; from all further Obſervance of which they 
were, by the publication of the Goſpel, dil- 
charg d. 


Hence it is, that the Goſpel of Chriſt is, by St. James, 


17. 


calld, the perfect Law of Liberty. And St. Paul, James l, 


writing to the Romans, tells them, that they had 35. 


not received the Spirit of Bondage again to Fear, Rem. 8. 


bit 


15. 
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bat the Spirit of Adoption, whereby they were 

Row. 3. brought into the glorious Liberty of the Children of 

mm God; He ſhews chem, that there is no Condemnati- 

on to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus ; Becauſe the 

2. Law of the Spirit of Life, hath made them free from 

the Law of Sin and Death. In other places of 

Join 3. Ecrip:ure tis call'd Light ; Aud Believers are ſtyl'd, 

1 Theif. Children of Light, and of the Day; and are ſaid to 

Perz p. be calld out of Darkneſs, All which is ſpoken 

in relation to that groſs Tenorance, and thoſe ha- 

bitual Corruptions, in which the Gentiles were 

involy'd, before the Goſpel Truths were revealed 

ro them, whereby their Underſtandings were en- 

lighined, and their Manners reform d, and themſelves 

ſer at Liberty from the Power, as well as free d 

from the Puniſhment of their Sins. Thus the Goſ- 

Luke 1. pel gave Light to them that ſat in Darkneſs, and 

nin the ſhadow of Death, and bas guided our feet into 
the way of Peace. | 

And as to the State of the Jews before their 

Converſion to Chriſtianity ; Their Worſhip con- 

ſiſted in ſo many burdenſome Rites, and ſuch a 

Number of ſuperficial and external Performances, 

that their Religion it ſelf was a kind of Slavery ; 

And the Precepts of it are call'd, Weak and Beg- 

Gal. 4. 9. garh Elements, that gender d to Bondage, under which 

the Obſervers of them were kept, and ſhut up, as it 

Gal.3:23. were, as Priſoners, till Faith came, and reſcued 

them 
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them from che Law, that Schoolmaſter, which was 1 
to bring them to Chriſt, who made them all Children 28. 
of God, and Heirs of Salvation. | 4 

Thus has the Goſpel inſtructed us in the true 
Nature, both of God, and of our Duty. That God is e. 4. ,, 
a Spirit, and that they who worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
him in Spirit, and in Truth; That no Superficial ex- 
ternal Performances are, in Themſelves, of any 
Value in his ſight ; But, that tis the Heart, and 
Afﬀetions, the inward Bent and Tendency of the 
Mind, that He chiefly regards in all our Services. 

When therefore the Soul of a Man is throughly 
ſeaſon d with the true Spirit of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, his Zeal will not reſt upon a bare Modal Wor- 
ſhip, and carry him no further than the Formalities 
of Religion; No! This will lift up his Thoughts to 
the Higheſt Heavens, and make him contemplate 
upon the Infinite Perfections of the Great God; 
Whom he will look upon, ag the Eternal Source 
and Original of all Being, as the Gracious Preſer- 
ver of Men and Angels, and as the ultimate Scope 
and End of all our Actions; Infomuch that he 
will be able to uſe che Pſalmiſt's Expoſtulation, 
and truly ſay, with him, Whom have I in Hea- pal. 53. 
ven but Thee, and there is none upon Earth, that I 24. 
deſire in Compariſon of Thee. 

And to a like exalted Degree of Brotherly 4fe- 


fion towards Each other, the Goſpel Truths would 
""""m naturally 


— 
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naturally lead us, did we but let them have their 
full Influence upon us. They would diveſt our 
| | Minds of all Narrow and confin d Notions of 
Love, and Friendſhip, which tie down a Man's 
Regard and Concern to thoſe only of his own 
Nation, or Country, or Kindred. We ſhould from 
hence be inſtructed, that the Chriſtian : Neighbour hood 
has no other Bounds ſet it, than the Confines of 
the Earth it ſelf, that all Mankind are Brethren by 
Nature, and that all Chriſtians ate more ſtrictly 
United by Grace; That, conſequently, Compaſſion 
and Love are Debts, naturally que, to every one 
that carries about with him any ſhare of our 
Creator's Image, as being Children of the ſame com- 
mon Parent; And that the Higheſt degreee of mu- 
tual Affection ſhould knit together the Hearts of 
thoſe, who are already ſpiritually United ro Chriſt, 
as Members of his Myſtical Body, the Church, and 
as having a joynt- Intereſt in the Merits of Him, 
their one common Redeemer. 

Thus again, The Dofrines of Chriſtianity, if du- 
ly attended to, would regulate and reform every 
thing that were amiſs in the private Conduct of 
our own Lives ; By giving us a juſt Dominion 0- 
ver our ſelves, and «not fuffering any unreaſonable 
Paſſion to diſquiet us, or Brutiſh Luſt to enſlave 
us. From hence we ſhould learn, that to be im- 
mersd in ſenſual Enjoyments, and to ſpend _ 
| whole 
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whole time in the purſuit only of Bodily Grati- 
fications, is but a poor Employment for a Reaſonable 
Being; That it is the chief Buſineſs of the Rational 
Life to moderate and ſubdue the turbulent Motions 

the Senſitive Appetite ; That to live up to the ſtrict- 
eſt Rules of Right Reaſon, is to advance our 
{elves to the Heighth and Perſection of Humane Na- 
ture; And that an Entire Conqueſt over all the ir- 
regular Tendencies of our Stubborn Wills, and 


Vicious Af 
and more than Conquerors. 

Such as theſe are the Thoughts which the Pu- 
rity of the Chriſtian Religion would inſpire us with ; 
It would give us juſt apprehenſions both of our 
State and Obligations, in whatever Capacity we con- 
ſider d our ſelves; Whether in relation to God, 
our Neighbour, or our ſelves. Wich reſpect to God, 
That we are frail dependent Creatures, the Work of 
his Hands; that we owe our very Being to his 
Power, our Stance to his Providence, and all 
our Happmeſs to his Bounty; And that conſequent- 
ly, all Obedience, and all Acknowledgements, muit 
be due to Him, the Source and Origin of all; 


ections, is to make our elves truly free, Rom. s. 
37. 


And we muſt glorify God, in our Body, and in i Cor. 6. 
our Spirit, which are God's, as the Apoſtle dire&ts 2** 


us. 

With reſpect to onr Neighbour, That he is our 

Brother; that he is the Servant, and the — 
B 2 0 
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of God; that he bears our Creator s Image; And 

Row. 14. that he is one for whom Chriſt dy d; And that, up- 

on all theſe accounts, therefore, he has a Right 
to our Juſtice, Affection, and Reſpedt. 

With Regard to our ſelves, that we are Reaſon- 
able Beings, that we have Immortal Souls, and that 
they are both capable of, and deſign d for, very 
great Degrees of Happineſs in a future State; And 
that, therefore, it behoves us to ſcar above the 
Objects of Senſe, and to look beyond theſe poor 
Earthly Enjoyments, left we ſhould forfeit the 
Privileges of our High-Birth, diſhonour our Hea- 
venly Parentage, and by making Choice of theſe 

Cor. . temporal things, as our Portion, finally loſe the things 
18. that are Eternal. | 

Theſe are the free Principles of the Chriſtian 

Religion, and are what our Apoſtle in another 

z Cor 3. place calls, Gold, Silver, and precious Stones, built 
'2, upon the Foundation, which is the only Foundation, 
1% Jeſus Chriſt ; And they are ſuch as will abide the 
Fiery Tryal, when the Wood, and the Hay, and the 
Stubble, ſhall be burnt up. Theſe, therefore, St. 
Paul exhorts his Galatians to adhere to, and to 
direct their Actions by, and not to relapſe again, 
either into the Formal Ceremonious Obſervances, of 
their Jewiſh State, or into the groſs Ignorance, 
and Corruptions, and Holatries, of their Gentile one; 
But to take care, to keep themſelves from com- 


ing 
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ing under the Joke of che One, or into the Bon- 
dage of the other. Which brings me to the Second 
Particular I propos d to conſider, viz; 

II. The Duty of che Preachers and Propaga- 
ters of the Goſpel, who ſhould, after the Example 
of our Apoſtle, labour co preſerve it in its pri- 
mitive Purity; eſpecially conſidering the many 
Corruptions of it, and Additions to ir, which latter 
Ages have introducd. 

The very Titles and Characters which are given 
to the Preachers of the Goſpel, in the Books of 
the New Teſtament, do ſufficiently intimate, 


and point out, their Duty to them. ln that they 
are call'd the Miniſters of Chriſt, and of God, tis 


ſignify d, that they are not to be look d upon as 


the Authors of our Salvation, but as OHters oniy, who 
may be Helpful and Subſervient to it; And that, 
conſequently, they are not of themſelves to con- 
ſtitute and preſcribe the Laws of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, but to publiſh only, and declare them. 
And hence the Apoſtle to the Corinthians expo- 


ſtulates with them, Who then is Paul, and who is cor. 3. 


Apollo, but Miniſters by whom ye Believd, even 
as the Lord gave to every Man? And he elſwhere 
tells them upon what Foundation he went, in the 
Correction of ſome Irregularities and Abuſes, which 
they had run inco, in the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper; For, lays he, I have receiv'd of the 

Lord, 


5 
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Lord, that which alſo J deliver d unto you. Happy 
would it have been for the Chriſtian Church, if 
every Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, had neither 
claim'd any other Authority, nor preach'd any other 
Doctrine, than what had been receiv'd from the 
Lord, tobe delivered to us! The groſſeſt Tdolatry could 
never then have crept into this Holy Ordinance, 
nor the groſſeſt Superſtition have defac'd the Pu- 
rity of the Chriſtian Worſhip. 
2 Cor. 3. Thus likewiſe, the Characters of being Ambaſſa- 
i Cor. 4, dours for Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
1. God, which are given to the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, do both intimate to them, That they 
ought to have a great regard to the Extent 
of their Commiſſion, and to the Diſcharge of their 
Truſt. For Ambaſſadours muſt regulate their 
Conduct, according to the Powers and Inſtructions 
they receive; And moreover it is requir d in Stew- 

MID on, that a Man be found Faithful, as the Apoftle 
ays. 

"Now the Miniſters of the Goſpel can never 
better anſwer theſe Higb Characters, or conſul 
their own Dignity, than thus to keep within the 
Bounds of their Heavenly Commiſſion, to preach 
the plain and Naked Truths of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and to leave all Worldly and Political Diſputes 
ro the Perſons converſant in them, and to whom 
they properly belong. Thus would they become 

) able 
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able Miniſters of the New Teſtament; They would, Co. bs 
by ſuch a Conduct, render both their Perſons 6. 
Acceptable, and their Doctrines Powerful, The 
Authority of their Maſter, would then accompany 
the publication of his Lars; Their ſpeaking 1 Per. 4. 
would be as the Oracles of God; And it would * 
be at the exceeding great Peril, and even the 
Loſs of the Salvation, of all thoſe who ſhould con- 
remptuouſly refuſe to Hear, and to Obey. For 
we find this moſt ſolemn Sanction, given by our 
Saviour Himſelf, when he at firſt ifſu'd out his 
Commiſſions to the Preachers of the Goſpel, Luk. 10. 
16. He that heareth you, heareth me; and He that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſetb me; And He that deſpiſeth me, 
deſpiſeth Him that ſent me. And again, in another 
Place, he lays, Go ye unto all the World, and preach Mark 16. 
the Goſpel to every Creature; He that Believeth, and 5 . 
is Baptized, ſhall be ſavd; Aud He that Believeth 
not, ſhall be Damned. 

A moſt dreadful Sentence this ! which our 
Lord has already pronouncd againſt Infidelity ; 
And which he will hereafter Confirm, againſt 
all Unbelievers, who ſhall have been found ob- 
Pinately to have rejected the Evidences of the 
Chriſtian Religion; At that Day, when he ſhall be 2 Theſl. 
revealed from Heaven, with his mighty Angels, In . 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on then that know 9. 
not God, and that obey not bis Goſpel; Who ſhall be 


puniſh d 
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puniſyd with Everlaſting Deſtruction, from the Pre- 


ſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. 


And as there is this ſevere Denunciation againſt 
all thoſe who diſregard the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and reject their Doclrine, whilſt they act within 
the Bounds of their Commiſſion ;; So likewiſe is 
there as dreadful a Wo pronounc d againſt the 
Miniſters themſelves, if they abuſe the Powers they 
are intruſted with, and impoſe upon the, Conſcien- 
ces of their Hearers, by publiſhing their Jin miſ- 
talen Opinions, and erroneous Deciſions, as the true 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and then requiring 
Men co Believe them, as ſtrictly and explicitly, 
as the neceſſary Truths of the Goſpel, and with 
Threats of the ſame Puniſhment upon their Refu- 


al. 
: But Wiſe and underſtanding Chriſtians will not 
be chus frighten'd, out of their Senſes, and out 
of the Truth, by ſuch Imaginary Thunderbolts ; 
When they are ſure they have the Goſpel on their 
ſide, they need not be much concern d at ſuch 
groundleſs Terrors. For all the Artillery of Human 
Anathema s for the Eſtabliſhment of Error, can do 
no Execution upon the Profeſſors of the Truth; 


They will,” indeed, have a. fatal Efe&, when 


they are turn d, as they ſhall be, upon the Ene- 
mies of it; for they will draw down the Divine 
Vengeance upon their Heads. Our Apoſtle has 

already, 
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already, at the beginning of this Epiſtle, in a moſt 


ſolemn manner, pronounc'd their Doom; Though Gal. :. x. 


We, lays he, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any 
other Goſpel unto you, than that which we have preach d 
unto you, let him be Accursd, And he repeats the 
Sentence, in the next Verſe, to make ic the more 
Awful ; As we ſaid before, ſo ſay we now again, If any 
Man preach any other Goſpel unto you, then that ye 
have receivd, let him be Accursd. He ſpeaks this 
with reſpect to choſe who would have impos d Cir- 
cumciſion upon the Gentile Converts z But ic ſtands 
with equal Force againſt the Addition of any 
other unneceſſary Articles in Chriſtianity ; which is 
directly to alter the Terms of the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, and to be guilty of what the Apoſtle here 
calls, the preaching of another Goſpel. 


Now if Believers were fo early perverted from 


the Simplicity of the Gofbel, as that the 4peſtle 
could, even in his own Daies, complain of their 


Defection; and ſay, I marvel, that ye are ſo ſoon ver. 6. 


remov d from him that call d you into the Grace of 
Chriſt, unto another Goſbel; It is the leſs ro be 
Vonder d at, if in thele Latter Ages there ſhould 
appear occaſion for a more Univerſal Complaint. 
And indeed, ſo numerous have been the Additi- 
ons, and ſo groſs the Corruptions, that have over- 
ſpread the Face of the Chriſtian Church, Thar, 
at the Time of the Reformation, to be Baptiz d 


C into, 
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into, what was then ſtyl'd, che Catholick Church, 

was, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to be call'd unto another 
Gofbel. And though it has pleas d God, to en- 
lighten the Underſtandings of fame few Commu- 

wities of Chriſtians, who have Proteſted againſt 

theſe Corruptions, and profeſs the Goſpel, as 

Ep. 4.21. the Truth is in Jeſus ; Yet there are greater 
Numbers ſtill involv'd in this dark, State of Spi- 

ritual Bondage; and are under the Influence and 
Directions of ſuch Guides, as have corrupted 

the whole Maſs of Chriſtianity, and have chang d 

the Simplicity of the GoFpel, and the plain Duties 

of the Chriſtian Religion, into what is little bet- 

ter than Jewiſh Superſtition, or Gentile Idolatry; 
Inſomuch that they can neither Read the 
Scriptures, or Pray to God, or Receive the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, as they ought, without 
either incurring the Cenſure of their Governoars, 

or falling under the Diſpleaſure of God. For the 
BIBLE, that Key of Knowledge, is taken from 
them; And Saints and Angels are become the 

Jobs. 17. Objects of their Prayers, inſtead of the One on- 
3- ly true God, whom they ought to invocate, 
Tim. a. through the alone Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
And the Cup is not only deny'd them, in the Ce- 
lebration of the Lords Supper, contrary to the 
Original Inſtitution of it, but is made, together 

with the Bread then diſtributed, the 0bje& of 


Adora- 
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Adoration; And thereby a plain Inſtitution of 
Jeſus Chriſt, is turn'd into a direct Act of Lo- 


latry. Now, Beloved, Theſe things onght not ſo James 3. 


to be. And therefore I ſhall beg leave, to pto- - 
ceed to my Third general Head; under which I 
am to take Notice, | 

III. Of ſome particular Duties incumbent up- 
on all Chriſtians, which do neceſſarily reſult 
from a juſt Reflection upon the Whole. And, 

(1). The firſt Thought that does naturally 
offer it ſelf to us from what has been ſaid, is 
This; That ſince the Chriſtian Inſtitution is of fo 
excellent a Nature, and lo highly conducing to 
the Liberty and Happineſs of Mankind; It muſt 
doubtleſs be the indiſpenſable Duty of all thoſe 
who have been calld to the Knowledge of it, 
and live under the Light and Influence of che 
GoFpel, to do what in them lies, to propagate 
the ſame throughout all the World; That God's 


Way may be known upon Earth, his ſaving Health 2 0 


among all Nations. This is what they owe to 


God, whoſe Will it is, That all Men ſhould be Tim. 2. 


ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of the Truth. F 
'Tis what they owe to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
whoſe Honour they are bound to advance, by 
endeavouring to increaſe his Subjects, and there- 
by enlarge his Kingdom. And tis what they 
owe, out of the ſtricteſt Obligations from 

C 2 Love 
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Love and Charity, to the Souls of Men, who, 


Ads 26. by this Means, may have their Eyes open d, and 


giveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them which 


be turnd from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God; and thereby receive For- 


are ſanfify d, by Faith that is in Chriſt, 

(2.) Another Conſideration, ariliag from a 
juſt Reflection upon what has been ſaid, is this; 
That ſince there have been Attempts made, 
more or leſs, in all Ages of Chriſtianity, by the 
Perverſeneſs and Superſtition of ſuch Men, whole 
Zeal has run too faſt for their Underſtandings, to 
corrupt the Simplicity of the GoFpel; Ic muſt 
needs be a Duty highly incumbent upon every 
Chriſtian, who has any Regard to his own ſpi- 
ritual Liberty, or the Puricy of Chriſt's Religi- 
on, to examine into the Foundations of his 
own Faith and Practice, and fee, whether or not 
they are agreeable to the ſtanding Truths reveal d 
in Scripture. Becauſe, tis to theſe our Apoſtle 
direct's us, as the Rule by which we are to re- 


gulate our Conduct; and not to give up our 


Under ſtandings, to be led blindfold, by the Di- 
rections of am Guides, whoſe Pride and Vanity 
may declare themſelves Infallible. 

'Tis plain, that our Apoſtle, by bidding us 
Stand faſt in our Chriſtian Liberty, does thereby 
empower us, to judge of, and examine, the * 

that 


+ 
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that are taught us; and, even to reject them, 
when they appear to have d Foundation in the 
Gofpel; Nay, tho an inþir d Apoſtle, or even an 
Angel from Heaven, ſhould pretend to come 
commiſſion d to deliver them. And much 
more ſo, therefore, may we judge of, and reject, 
ſuch pretended Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as on- 
ly the common and ordinary Paſtors of the Church 
have introducd ; And which are ſo plainly con- 
trary to Hoh Scripture, that nothing but the 
greateſt Jenorance, and the groſſeſt Corruption, 
could have eftabliſhd them. Such are thoſe 
new Doctrines, added to the ancient Creed, by 


a late Council, in a Neighbouring Church, coun. of 
concerning Purgatory, Tranſubſtantiation, the Te: 


Worſhip of Images, the Invocation of Saints, the 
Communion in one Kind, and that the Church of 
Rome is the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches, 
and that there is no Salvation to be had out of her, 
with feveral other Points, which have either no 
Foundation in Scripture, or are directhj contrary to 
it; And yet are now Tequird to be believd, 
as of equal Neceſſity to Salvation, with the Apo- 
files Creed it (elf. 


But no Perſons, or Church, upon Earth, Arch. Bp: 
have any Authority to make ſuch Additions as germ. 


theſe to the Chriſtian Faith; Or indeed co make 


any Change in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as 
"298 
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publiſhed by the Apoſtles, either by taking from 

it, or adding any Thing to it, as neceſſary to be 

Believ d, or Practis d, in Order to Salvation. And 

for any particular Chriſtians to refign up their 

own Underſtandings and Judgments to the atbi- 

tracy Dictates of ſuch imperious Guides, is to diſ- 

obey the Commands of their great Lord and 

Mar. 23. Maſter in Heaven, and to call another Man Maſter 

3. upon Earth, which is what we are expreſly for- 
bidden to do in the Gofpel. 

(30 Since it is the Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Religion to enlighten the Underſtandings of Men, 
to free them from Ignorance and Superſtition, and 
to eſtabliſh in their Minds the Principles of 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſ?. It muſt be the 
Duty of every Profeſſor of it, to lead a Life an- 

Tir.2.10. ſwerable to it; To adorn the Doctrine of God, Our 
Eph. 4. 1. Saviour, in all Things; To walk, worthy of the 
Vocation wherewith we are called; And to behave 

8 our ſelves as Children of the Light, and of the Day. 
2 Tim a. Let every one, therefore, who nameth the Name of 
'9- Chriſt, depart from Iniquity. Let us ſubdue every 
unreaſonable Luſt, and irregular Paſſion in us, 

and calt off the Bondage of all Habitual Sm. 

Ler us ſeaſon our Minds with true and inward 

2 Cor. 1. Piety, and have onr Converſation in the World in 
Simplicity, and godly Sincerity. Then ſhall the 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, be our preſent 


Re- 
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Repoycing, and the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, Coloſſ. 1. 
3 


our future Reward. Let us conſider, that the 
Light of the Goſpel, by giving us a more clear 
and diſtinẽt Knowledge of our Duty, has vaſt- 
ly increaſed our Obligation to it; That we muſt 
not now content our ſelves with a bare outward 
and external Worſhip, but remember, That ex- 


cept our Righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the Rig bteouſ. Nat. ; 


neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall in no Caſe 2*- 


enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Thus neither 
Hypocriſie, nor Superſtition, muſt be admitted in- 
to the Chriſtian's Breaſt, The true 1/raelite muſt 


lated by the naked Evidences of Truth, and his 
Will, and his Affections, muſt readily obey it, by 


doing juſtly, and loving Mercy, and walking humbly lich 6, 


6 


with his God. But laſtly, 

(4.) To apply what has been ſaid more par- 
ticularly to our ſelves of this Nation, both as we 
have the Chriſtian Religion in great Purity eſta- 
blih'd among us, and as we are engag d in En- 
deavours to propagate it, in the foreign unconvert- 
ed Parts of the World. 

As we are a Chriſtian Nation, we have great 
Reaſon to bleſs God for that Light of the Gogpel 
which we enjoy. He has, indeed, done great 
Things for us, in eſtabliſhing us ia Liberty, and 


freeing us from Bondage. For it pleaſed God n 
ca 


have no Guile, His Underſtanding muſt be regu- Jo. 1. 47, 


_— 
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call us of this Iſland very early to the Knowledge 
of the Goſpel ; and even again to enlighten us 
with Divine Truth, by reſtoring it to us 1n greater 
Purity than among any of our Neighbouring 
Nations, after it had lain, for many Ages, moſt 
groſly corrupted. And hereby he has put us under 
a double Obligation to ſtand faſt for che future in 
our Chriſtian Liberty, and to keep our ſelves from 
being any more intangled wich the Yoke of Bondage. 
And yet, ſo little ſenſible have we been of theſe 
great Mercies, and ſo very backward to anſwer the 
Obligations ariſing from them, that many of us 
have been but too ready, both to encourage, and to 
join in, a late deſperate Attempt, which, had it not 
miſcarryd, muſt have rooted out the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion ftom among us, as well as have overturn'd 
that happy Government we are under. And even 
now, it ſeems, cho nothing has yet appear d equal 
to the Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Councils, and the 
Strength and Power of his Armies, there is ſtill 
ſo much of the ſame Popiſh Leaven remaining, as 
is likely to create a new Ferment in the Nation; 
and that gives but too much Encouragement to the 
| Enemies of our Religion and Government, to hope 
for Succeſs in the Attempts they are continually 
making for the Subverſion of Both; and may pol- 
ſibly invite another Foreign Invaſion, and thereby 
involye us again in War and Bloodſhed. | 


And 
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And to help forward this hopeful Deſign, 
of deſtroying the Proteſtant Religion, there ate 
lately at Home, of our own ſelves, a Set of Men Ad, 25 
ariſen, ſbeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Di- 
ſciples after them; Who hope, by New Dottrines, 
to overturn Foundations, and to regain by the 
Pen, what they ate not likely to compaſs by 
the Sword; For they would build a traly Schiſma- 
tical, but by themſelves abſurdly call d, 4 Catholick 
Church of England, upon ſuch 4 Set of Principles, 
as ate form d on Purpoſe, to overthrow our 
whole Eftabliſhment by the late happy Revolu- 
tion; And which, in their Conſequences, would ſap 
the Reformation allo; And lo bring us back 
again to our former Superſtitions, and our old An- 
ti- chriſtian State. 

But, better would it have been for us, not to Per. 2. 
have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after we *" 
have known it, thus to turn from the Holy Command- 
ment delivered unto us. And therefore, ſince we 
have been calld unto Liberty, let us ſtand faſtcal.;.rz 
in it; and not give Way to any ſlaviſh Dockrines. 

Our Apoftle, with Relation co his Galatians, 
wiſhes, in chis Chapter, That they were even cut yer, 12. 
off who troubled them. The leaſt that we ought 
to do as Chriſtians, is, to put a Guard upon our 
ſelves, that we be not perverted by them; To 


acquaint our ſelves with the true Nature of the 
Jy D Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion, and to contend earneſtly for the 


Faith, which was once deliver d unto the Saints, that 


ic may not be corrupted by thole who Separate 
themſelves. | Tt 
here are laudable Attempts made, by ma- 

ny good Men, and Religious Societies, in this City, 
to correct this Bad Humour which has overſpread 
the Nation, and has ſuch a tendency to deſtroy, 
both our Religion, and Liberties. And if the 
early inſtructing of poor Children in the Princi- 
ples of true Religion, the promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge among the more ignorant Grown Perſons, and 
the Reformation of the Manners of the moſt openly 
Profiigate, are likely means to Effect it, we have 
realon to hope we may ſee, in a ſhort time, this 
bappy Alteration. And a publick Acknowledgement 
of cheſe publick Services, is the leaſt that is due 
to thoſe Worthy Perſons, who have voluntarily 
engag d in the Trouble, and Expence, of theſe 
Undertabings. | 
But to leave the State of Religion at Home. 
Let us caſt our Thoughts upon what is the di- 
rect Aim and Buſineſs of our preſent Society, The 
Propagation of Chriſtianity Abroad, among the Bar- 
barous Nations in America, both in the Iſlands, 
and on the Continent. And here, truly, are the 
greateſt Difficulties to be encounter d, and ſuch, as 
nothing, but the Indefatigable Induſtry of this Society, 


and 
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and a greater Number of Subſcriptions, and larger 
Bene factions, and God's peculiar Bleſſing upon the 
Whole, can poſſibly ſurmount. I mult beg leave, 
thereſore, from this Place, to call upon all Orders 
and Degrees of Men amongſt us, from the Higheſt 
to the Loweſt, to joyn in the Advancement of 
this ſo Great, and ſo Good, a Work. And if 
they retain any grateful Senſe of the Benefits 
which they themſelves have received from the 
GoFþel, it will ſpur them on, to a hearty Con- 
currence in this Noble Deſign, and to the afford- 
ing their chearjul, and bountiful Aſſiſtance, towards 
the ſupporting of the Meaſures which are taken 
for the Propagation of this Goſpel in Foreign Parts ; 
in ſuch Parts of the World, as have not yet been 
enlighten d by it, or are in danger of having this 
Light extinguiſhd among them. Let us Reflect, 
That We our ſelves were ſometimes Darkneſs, tho Epi. 5.8. 
now we are Light in the Lord; and that the 
Advantages which we have receivd from the 
Zeal of others, who labour'd our Converſion, ought 
to kindle our own, till the common Benefits of 
Chriſtianity have reached the uttermoſt Corners of 
the Earth, and all Fleſh have ſeen the Salvation of Lake 3. 
God. | 
Let us remember, that the GoFþel is call'd, 
Good Tydings of great Joy, and that its Benefits 
were deſign d to be extended unto all People. And 2.10. 


we 


— 
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we cannot be heartily convinc d of the Truth, 
nor perſwaded of the Excellency, of the Chriſtian 
Religion, nor be truly Senſible of the vaſt Ad- 
vantage it is of, to the Whole Race of Mankind, 
unleis we deſire at the ſame time that the Pri- 
vileges of it may be actually convey'd upon all; 
We cannot pretend to be the Children of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, without wiſhing to ſee it 
concinually enlarg d, and effectually endeavour- 
ing to promote it; And it is part of the daily 

Mut. 6. Prayer he has taught us to make, That his Kmg- 

dom may come, which we cannot expect it will 
288 do, till the Fulneſs of the Gentiles is come in. 

May, therefore, the Idols of the Heathen ſpee- 

dily give place to the Name of Chriſt, in all 

Parts of the Pagan World | And may the Pari- 

ty of the Gojpel ſhine brighter and brighter chrough- 

out every part of the Church of Chriſt already 

ſettled! May it particularly be always publickly 

profeſs d in its Simplicity, for our Honour, and our 

Happineſs, in theſe Kingdoms | And may there ne- 

ver be wanting a Powerful Defender of the Chri- 

Rev. 11. ſtian Faith, till all the Kingdoms of this World, 

'* are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, when God himſelf ſhal! Reign for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 
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